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18. Jesus Feeds Five Thousand  
Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and 
two small fish. But how far will they go among so 
many?” 
John 6:9 
 



www.EasyReadEnglish.com            18. Jesus Feeds Five Thousand 
 

2 

Part 1    Jesus Feeds Five Thousand  Words In Syllable Types 
 

Closed  
short vowel 
stop 

Open  
long vowel 
go 

Silent e 
long vowel 
cave 

Vowel Teams 
long vowel 
eat 

 

An-         ask 
af-        -sand 
bas-      grass 
 

ex-            -et           
fed        -kets       
kept      went  
  
l it-           d is-  
c it-          -t i l                               
Ph i l-         -ip 
 
God        got          
lost                  
  

un-          -sus       
just        must 
much   lunch 

he    we  
be   Je sus  
 
t i ny 
qui et 
dis c i ples 
 

go 
so 
 
ti ny 
cit y 
hung ry  
 
 

gave 
place  
 

l ike 
five 
  
 

  

hea l  
 

feed 
sheep 
 
night 
 

loaves 
 

soon 
food 
 
 

knew 
An drew 
  
 

Vowel Teams 
other sounds  
oil 

R-controlled 
orange 

Consonant-l-e 
purple 

Other  
 

out 
thou  sand 
 
how 
crowd 
 

taught 
 

bread 
 
boy 

far 
 

af ter 
per son 
 

for 
 
more 
 
 

dis ci ple  
peo ple 
 

mir a cle 
 

l it tle 
 
Other sounds 
- ind,-old,-etc.  
cold 
 
kind 
 
child 
 

 

-nk, -ng 
bank, th ing  
hung ry 
giv  ing 
 
schwa 
ba  nan a 
 
ex tra 
 
per son 
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Part 2  Jesus Feeds Five Thousand 
New Words and Rule Breakers 
 
Soft c 
cent, city, fancy 
 

disciples    
 
Silent letters 
listen  taught 
 
Contractions 
can't = can not          wasn't = was not 
 
New Words   
loaves    miracle 
 
Rule Breakers 
the 

of 

to 

who 

his 

heart 

two 

was 

were 

said 

many 

loved 

some 

sorry 

coming 

there 

miracle 

another 
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Part 3 Jesus Feeds Five Thousand 
Dividing Words into Syllables 
 

Broken into 
 syllables 

Full 
Words 

 Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words 

1. rab bit  
words 

  2. ti ger  
words 

 

un til until  Je sus Jesus 

dis ci ple disciple  ti ny tiny 

bas kets baskets    

af ter after    

lis ten listen    

per son person    

. 
Broken into 
 syllables 

Full 
Words 

 Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words 

3. cam el 
words 

 
 

 4. tur tle 
words 

 

 cit y city  peo ple 
 

people 

Phil ip Philip 
 

 dis  ci  ple disciple 

   lit tle 
 

little 

.  
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Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words  Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words 

5. ham ster 
words  

 6. li  on   
words 

 

An drew Andrew 
 

 qui et quiet 
 

ex tra extra 
 

   

   7. ant eater 
compound words 

 

   an  other 
 

another 

. 
Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words  Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words 

8. foxes  
suffixes 

  9. other syllable 
divisions  
a way 
 

 
  
 
 

away 
asked 
 

asked  hung ry hungry 
 

healed 
 

healed  thou  sand thousand 

listened  
 

listened    

giv ing giving    
 

     

. 
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Part 4  Jesus Feeds Five Thousand    
EasyReadEnglish 
 
Jesus went to rest in a quiet place far from the 
city. A crowd ran after him. He healed them. He 
taught them. They loved Jesus. 
 
The people sat on the grass and listened until 
night. They were like lost sheep. Soon, they got 
hungry. Jesus felt sorry for them.  
 
“We can’t feed so many people,” Philip said.  
 

A kind person gave up his lunch. The food was 
five little loaves of bread and two tiny fish. It 
wasn’t much, but it was all he had. 
 
“How far will this go with such a big crowd?” 
Andrew asked. He was another disciple. 
 
Jesus took the food and thanked God. The 
disciples gave out the bread and fish. Food just 
kept coming and coming out of the baskets! 
More than five thousand people were fed. They 
were full. There were 12 baskets of extra food. 
  
“This man must be from God,” some people said. 
They knew it was a miracle.  
 
Who gave Jesus his lunch? It was a little boy. This 
child had a big heart and giving hands. 
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Questions 
1. What did Jesus do with the little lunch? 

 
 
 
 

2. Who gave the fish and bread to Jesus? 
 
 
 
 

3. What can Jesus do when we give him what 
we have? 

 
 
 
 

4. What can you give to Jesus? 
 
 
 
Prayer 
Dear Jesus, 
You can take what I give you and make it grow. I 
would like to give you… (circle one or more) … 
 
my time       my heart       my talents      my money 
 
Make my gifts to you grow for the kingdom of God. 
Amen 
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Jesus Feeds Five Thousand         Phrased for Fluency 
 

Jesus   went   to rest  

in a quiet place  far from the city.  

A crowd   ran after him.  He 

healed them.  He   taught them. 

They loved Jesus.  

The people      sat      on the grass  

and listened     until night.     

They were     like lost sheep.     

Soon,  they got hungry.      

Jesus     felt sorry     for them.  
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“We can’t feed         so many people,” 

Philip said.  

A kind person  gave up   his lunch. 

The food    was five little loaves  

of bread    and two tiny fish.   It wasn’t 

much,    but it was       all he had. 

“How far        will this go   with such a 

big crowd?”    Andrew asked.     He 

was another disciple. 

Jesus     took    the food   and thanked 

God.     The disciples   gave out the 
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bread and fish.    Food just kept      

coming and coming  

out of the baskets!      More than  

five thousand people   were fed.    

They were full.     There were       

12 baskets     of extra food. 

“This man    must be from God,”  

some people said.      They knew  

it was a miracle.  

Who gave Jesus     his lunch?    It was  

a little boy.       This child    had  

a big heart       and giving hands. 
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Part 5  Jesus Feeds Five Thousand   Vocabulary 
 
1. multitude (MUL-ti-tude): 
a crowd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. sufficient (suf-FI-cient): 
enough 
 

2. sign (sign): a miracle 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. distribute (dis-TRIB-ute): 
to pass around 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. denarii  (den-AR-ii): 
Roman money used in 
Israel  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. prophet (PROPH-et): a 
person who speaks for 
God 
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Jesus Feeds Five Thousand      
John 6:1-14   World English Bible (WEB)    
 

After these things, Jesus went away to the other 

side of the Sea of Galilee, which is also called the 

Sea of Tiberias.   

A great multitude followed him, because they 

saw his signs which he did on those who were 

sick.  

Jesus went up into the mountain, and he sat 

there with his disciples.  

Now, the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at 

hand.   

Jesus therefore lifting up his eyes, and seeing that 

a great multitude was coming to him,  
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said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, that 

these may eat?”   

He said this to test him, for he himself knew what 

he would do. 

Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii worth 

of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one 

of them may receive a little.” 

 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother, said to him,  “There is a boy here who 

has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are 

these among so many?” 

Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now, 

there was much grass in that place. So the men 

sat down, in number about five thousand.   
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Jesus took the loaves; and having given thanks, 

he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples 

to those who were sitting down; likewise also of 

the fish as much as they desired.  

When they were filled, he said to his 

disciples, “Gather up the broken pieces which 

are left over, that nothing be lost.”  

 So they gathered them up, and filled twelve 

baskets with broken pieces from the five barley 

loaves, which were left over by those who had 

eaten.  

When therefore the people saw the sign which 

Jesus did, they said, “This is truly the prophet who 

comes into the world.” 


