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11. Jesus Loves a Short, Bad Man 
Luke 19     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus came to seek and save the lost. 
Luke 19:10 
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Part 1 Jesus Loves a Short, Bad Man     
Words in Syllable Types 
Closed 
short vowel 
stop 

Open 
long vowel 
go 

Silent e 
long vowel 
cave 

Vowel Teams 
long vowel 
eat 

tax     hap-    
than  back 
 
se l-     -ted 
-lect- 
 
s in-      -fish     
quick   rich 
 
co l-      soft  
fo l-  
 
but   grum- 
-sus    jump 

ha ted 
 
he    
be came 
Je sus 
be l ieve 
   

go  ing  
o ver 
 
my 
 
hap py      
hur ry 
 

quick ly  

hate   
save  
be came  
 
 

t imes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

pay 
stay  
 
 

see             
tree 
seek 
 

cheat 
 
 
 
 

be l ieve 
 

tried 
 
 

fol   low 
own 

Vowel  Teams 
other  sounds oil 

R-controlled 
orange 

Consonant 
l-e    purple 

Other sounds 

all 
 

now      
down 
crowds 
 

house 
 
took       
look 
 
joy  
 

saw 

charge 
 

o ver 
sin ner 
 
hur ry 
 

for 
short 
Lord 
 
more 
 

collect ors 
 

grum ble 
 

peo ple 

- ind,-old,-etc.  
cold  
 
-most 
 
-nk, -ng 
bank    thing 
 
go ing 
 
 

. 
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Part 2   Jesus Loves a Short, Bad Man 
New Words, Rule Breakers 
 
Soft g 
gentle, giant, gym 
 
charge 
 
Silent Letters  
climb  

walk   

half 
 
New Words 
  
Jericho  Zacchaeus              climb        
 
 
Rule Breakers 
said 

was 

his 

to 

today 

into  

any 

one    

as 

is 

your   

climb 

poor 

loves 

could 

should 

money 

very 

walk 

come 

have 

saw 

give 

thought 
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Part 3        Jesus Loves a Short, Bad Man 
Dividing Words into Syllable  
 
Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words  Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words 

1. rab bit  
words 

  2. ti ger  
words 

 

fol low follow  Je sus Jesus 

col lec tors 
 

collectors  o ver over 

hap py happy 
 

 be came became 
 

hur ry hurry 
 

 ha ted hated 
 

sel fish selfish   be lieve  believe 
 

sin ner sinner      

. 
Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words  Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words 

3. tur tle 
words  

  4. li  on   
words 

 

grum ble grumble 
 

 Zacchae us 
 

Zacchaeus 

peo ple people 
 

   

   5. ham ster 
words  

   Zac chaeus 
 

Zacchaeus 

. 
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Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words  Broken into 
 syllables 

Full Words 

6. ant eater 
compound words 

  7. foxes  
suffixes 

 

in to into  followed 
 

followed 

to day today  tried 
 

tried 

any one anyone  saved 
 

saved 

   jumped 
 

jumped 

   stopped 
 

stopped 

   ha ted 
 

 hated 

   cheat ed 
 

cheated 

   quick ly 
 

quickly 

   go ing 
 

going 

   self  ish selfish 
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Part 4  Jesus Loves a Short, Bad Man Easy Read English 

Most people in Jericho hated Zacchaeus. He was 
in charge of the tax collectors. He took more 
money than he should have. Jesus walked into 
Jericho. Happy crowds followed him.  
 
Zacchaeus tried to see Jesus. But, he could not 
see over the people. Zacchaeus was a short 
man. He jumped. Still, he could not see. He got a 
plan. Zacchaeus ran to a tree. He climbed up. 
Now, he could see Jesus as he walked past. 
Jesus stopped. He looked up and saw 
Zacchaeus. 
 
Jesus said, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down. 
Today, I must stay at your house.” 
 
Zacchaeus could not believe it! His selfish heart 
became soft. He climbed down the tree quickly. 
“Jesus at my house?” he thought with joy.  
 
The people grumbled, “Jesus is going to the 
house of a sinner.”  
 
Zacchaeus said, “Lord, I will give half of all I own 
to the poor. If I have cheated anyone, I will pay 
back four times as much.” He was very rich. 
  
Jesus said, “Today, this lost man is saved. For I 
have come to seek and save the lost.”  
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Questions  
1. What kind of man was Zaccheaus? 
 
 
2. How did Jesus change him? 
 
 
3. Jesus takes time for people who are without 
friends.  Who is without a friend in your life? Can 
you try to become friends with him or her? 
 
 
4. What did Zaccheaus do to show that his 
heart had been changed? What can you do? 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer  
Dear Jesus, 
You became a friend to those 
whom others hated. You are a  
heart changer. Please change  
my heart too. Help me to love  
the lost, the hated, the hurting.   
Help me to show my love for  
you by becoming a giver.  
Amen 
 

Write some of the words Zaccheaus said  
after his heart had been changed. 
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Jesus Loves a Short, Bad Man      Phrased for Fluency 
 

Most people   in Jericho  hated 

Zacchaeus.   He  was in charge  of the tax 

collectors.  He  took more money  than he 

should have.  Jesus  walked   into Jericho. 

Happy crowds  followed him.   Zacchaeus  

tried  to see Jesus.  But,   he  could 

not see   over the people.  Zacchaeus  was  

a short man.  He jumped.   Still,  he 

could not see.  He  got a plan.   Zacchaeus 

ran   to a tree.  He climbed up.   Now, 

he could see  Jesus  as he  walked past. 

Jesus stopped.  He looked up  and saw 

Zacchaeus.   Jesus said,   “Zacchaeus, 

hurry and come down.  Today,  I must stay  
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at your house.”  Zacchaeus  could not 

believe it!  His selfish heart  became soft.  He 

climbed  down the tree  quickly.      “Jesus  

at my house?”  he thought   with joy.  

The people   grumbled,     “Jesus  is going  

to the house  of a sinner.”  Zacchaeus said, 

“Lord,  I will give half  of all I own  to the poor. 

If I have cheated  anyone,  I will pay back 

four times  as much.”  He was  very rich. 

 Jesus said,  “Today,    this lost man  is saved. 

For I have come  to seek and save    the lost.”  
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Part 5   Jesus Loves a Short, Bad Man       
 Vocabulary 
 
1. chief (chief): the leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. tax   (tax): money paid 
to the government 
 

2. murmur  (MUR - mur): 
to complain quietly  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

5. restore  (re - STORE): 
to put back the way it was 

3. salvation  
(sal - VA- tion): 
being saved (from hell) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6. Son of Man (SON):  
a name Jesus often called 
himself to show he was 
human as well as God 
 
 
 
 

. 



www.EasyReadEnglish.com                11. Jesus Loves a Short, Bad Man 11 

Jesus Loves a Short, Bad Man     
Luke 19:1-10    World English Bible (WEB)    
 

He entered and was passing through Jericho.  

There was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a 

chief tax collector, and he was rich.  

 

He was trying to see who Jesus was, and couldn’t 

because of the crowd, because he was short.  

 

He ran on ahead, and climbed up into a 

sycamore tree to see him, for he was going to 

pass that way.  

 

When Jesus came to the place, he looked up 

and saw him, and said to him,  

“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for today I 

must stay at your house.”  
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 He hurried, came down, and received him 

joyfully.  

 

When they saw it, they all murmured, saying, “He 

has gone in to lodge with a man who is a sinner.” 

 

Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, 

Lord, half of my goods I give to the poor.  

 

If I have wrongfully exacted anything of anyone, 

I restore four times as much.” 

 

Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to 

this house, because he also is a son of Abraham.  

 

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save 

that which was lost.” 


